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THIS ELASTIC LAW |
HAD BEST BE AMENDED. 1

Assemblyman Connolly Says That Even a ]

Bnnco Steerers' Association Could Be
i

Formed Under the Building and 1

Loan Act of 185L

MORE ABOUT THE KEYSTONE.

Its Secretary D.fends the Company, but
Admits That Its Insurance Depart-

raeni was valueless.big fees ,

Paid to Agents. !

Assemblyman John Connolly came down from 1

Albany yesterday. He had been reading the
articles in the Herald on shady co-operative
benefit societies, and he enjoyed them greatly, he
said.
"'What the Herald says about the act of 1851

relative to loan and building associations," said
Mr. Connolly, "is absolutely correct. It is the
most elastic law we have on the statute books.
Under that law you can organize a bunco-steering
association with the same facility tfiat you oan a

genuine building association."
Assemblyman Connolly was the father of the bill,

which last year became a law, shutting out foreign
corporations of that character from doing business
in this State. The bill was forced through under
great difficulties, for the national building associationsspared no expense to stop it.

TO AMEND THE LAW.
I asked the Assemblyman, who, by the way, is

chairman of the House Insurance Committee, what
he thought of the chances of getting the law
amended, as there is a proposal to that effect, and
V « BniA f Kn A.of U f Vi o Vta+fl* Vi o /I Kaam +

and won in the interest of -working people and that [
was encouraging.
Mr. G. Dixon Avery, the secretary of the KeystoneNational Savings, Loan and Investment Association,of New York, was seen late last evening

in regard to yesterday's discussion of this associationin the Herald.
Mr. Avery said that the insurance feature, which

the Herald showed to be illegal, had been recently
discontinued. Nevertheless the Herald is in possessionof circulars in which a great deal is made of
this feature.
Secretary Avery claimed that the banking de*

partment saw nothing wrong in the other strongly
advertised .peculiar feature.the purchasing bureau.urovided the association did not make
money out of it, and Mr. Avery said it did not I
earn a cent from that source.

I asked Mr. Avery -what were the houses the Keystonefavored, and he promised to make out a list *

and Mso to give other desirable information on
c

Monday. "

I drew Mr. Avery's attention to one rule of the c

association which seemed to work an Injustice to j
those able to take only a few shares.and that was

the system of voting. Some Alleged co-operative A
societies are founded by smart men who see in
them large salaries for officers in the long run.

KEEPING DIRECTORS IN POWER.
The charter or articles of incorporation of many tsuch societies are so worded that the incorporators,who are, of course, the first Board of Dir'ec- t:

tors or Trustees, cannot bo ousted from the con- y
trol of the association subsequently. In such J.
cases the principle of co-operation' is destroyed
and the members are to a certain extent at the a
mercy of the directors.
In the Keystone rules it is laid down that a

shareholder can vote according to the number of
shares ho holds, not to exceed one hun- t:
dred, however. There are not many work- ®
ingmen who can aflord to pay the dues e

on 100 shares, but there are some designincmen who can. It is quite possible, for example,for those desiring to retain control of such r
an organization to put their names down for all the c

shares the law will allow and then pet the secretary 8

to issue stock to dummies in order to have the c

controlling votes, proxies ueiiig allowed at an lm- "

portant election. b
There is no charge or insinuation made that this

is done in the Keystone, but it may be done under s

th» rules. Mr. Avery defended the principle, but r

for himself would be willing to change the rule to P
one man one vote. ^
The Herald has been asked to investigate some

local building and loan associationo in addition to
the Keystone. At the present time this is not the "
Hurald's object, attention now being devoted to a r'

species of money making for somebody of lottery 6
or "bond" schemes, of which many readera are
loudly complaining. a

superintendent maxwell's opinion. b
But lot us advert to the International Fraternal n

Alliance, of which S. Glensor is manager in this w

oity. Mr. Glensor being also secrotary and treasurerof the "Maturity Loan and Saving Fund
Association," of No. 822 Broadway, an association a

also laid bare in the Herald over a week ago. Mr. a

Glensor, when 1 went to him, refused to give me
info.mation. pleasantly remarking that I seemed b
to know it all. P
The Herald applied to Superintendent Maxwell 11

far an opinion and here is his reply to a Herald c

correspondent. Mr. Maxwell confirms the
Beraj.d's assertion that the "International FraternalAiliance" cannot legally do business la this
btate;. B

In answer to your personal inquiry asking if the Order
of Intel-national Fraternal Alliance, of New York, is
authorized to transact the business of assessment life
nsurance iu this State:.
Said assoeiation is not organized by this department

and has not received my final certificate of authority
authorizing it to commonce business as an assessment
life insuraucu association in this State, and that I refused
to issue such final certificate in a letter addressed
to the provisional vice president of said association,dated October 20, 1889; that afterward said associationapplied to the Special Term of the Supreme Court
for p writ of mandamus to compel the superintendent to
issue such final certificate, which was denied, and that
on an apoeal to the General Term of the Supreme Court
the order of the Spocial Torm was affirmed in May, 1890.
Said association, therefore, not being organised

through this department, under the insurance Taws of
this State, is not authorized and cannot legally transact
tha business of assessment life insurance in this Stata

K. A. MAXWELL, Superintendent.
agents' big fees.

To revert to the agency business. Mr. Avery I
said thero were no salaries paid in the Keystone I
except one, and that was to the secretary. I asked I
him who paid the local secretaries and he replied I
they were the agents of the association and that I
their remuneration came from the commissions I
secured in bringing on new members.
A Correspondent belonging to the Eeystone In fl

formed the Heuald that these agents received I
twenty-flvo per cent of the f«es paid in by new ^
members. c<

In other organizations the percentage is muoh v

larger, amounting to fifty or seventy-five per cent,
as will be proven later ou. Ti
The question is do tho agents divide with the

promoters? If they do the State departments will
not find that on the books.
In the legitimate assessment associations, like

the Royal Arcanum, for instance, there are no
paid agents, and these are among the most pros- °'
perous societies in the country and the best tl
governed, the true principle of co-operation being cobserved in them. ^
&.RE BOWLS AND SONG A NUISANCE?

n

THIS IS THE QUESTION THAT IS PUZZLING TUB
"

MIND OF THE SUPREME COURT. 0

A knotty question of law has fallen to the lot of v

Justice Pattorson, of the Supreme Court, and on t]
his decision and that of the courts above would 1
seem to hang the fate of every concert half, saloon jj
and bowling alley in the city. a
Some of tho neighbors of Odd Fellows' Hall, at a

No. 09 Spring street, are trying to have Justice a]
Patterson shut it up, on the ground that it is a

public nuisance. It is complained that honest h
Germans break the laws by singing there.they sing w
well, but still they sing.up to a late hour of the x
night. Other Germans are guilty of the offence of j_,
playing at bowls in the alley in the basement. And
there have been times when yet others danced all .

night till broad daylight, depriving the complainant A
"of the enjoyment of life and property and renderinghis house uncomfortable and unfit to dwell in."
feior i.} uiuk, wuuuicsm iuu aujuiuiug uuui«, qis the petitioner, and Richard Lastraw Is tho defendant.n

MURDERER STEPHEN I SANE. 4,'
Lawyer Daniel Lord, Jr.; Dr. George B. Fowler, ^

and Charles B. Fosdiclr. the commission appointed p
to inquire into the mental condition of Alphonee st
J. Stephani, who shot ex-Judcce Clinton G. Ray- **

nolds in the latter's Wall street law office last May,
from the eft'ects of which he died in Chambers hi
Streot Hospital, returned two reports to Judge
Martiue yesterday, which ho iileS with Clerk Pi
Sparks, of the Court of General Sessions. te

I Mr. Lord returned a minority report, in which tl
I he stated that Stephani, in his opinion, was insane. A
1 The majority report of his confreres was directly ci

tli « ooDosite of this. Xhey gave it as their opinion n<

NEW Y0R1
that Stophani was mentally sound and liable for
my and nil of bis actions.
Judge Martine affirmed this latter report, and

Slcpbani must now be tried on a charge of murder.
He is and bas been an Inmate of the Tombs since
tie killed Mr. Reynolds.

LOAN SHARK'S VICTIMS.

ETOW PEOPIiS WHO WEBB SHOUT OF CASH WERE '

FORCED TO PAT TBIBUTE.
Letters still eome pouring into the Herald

From victims of Louis Silverman, the Brooklyn
loan shark, and from other persons in sympathy
with the sufferers.
"There arc," said Colonel S. B. Paul yesterday,

"hundreds of chattel mortgages upon household
'lirTHt.nrfl ranrtr^A/1 in t^a noma nf T? PUvapiyiuti as

mortgagee scattered all over Brooklyn, Westchester
:ounty and the upper portions of this city.
"Tills Silverman," said Colonel Paul, "has sur

oundodhimself with a coterie of individuals who J
isve no more heart than so many blocks of marble.
Many a home has been ruined by their operations.
But this is nothing to those people. They only
'ear publicity. The Herald, I tell you, is making
;hem squirm by holding them up to the public
;aze."
Colonel Paul intimated that he and Mr. Bell were

preparing a mine to spring under a number of per10nsdirectly or indirectly connected with Silvernan'soperations. "When we are ready," said he,
'there will be a general surprise at the number of
highly respectable' people implicated."
He also hinted that wholesale arrests would fol- 1
ow the explosion of this mine. ^

ANOTHER VICTIM.
Mr. Clark ±5ell, of No. 67 Broadway, received yesterdaya letter from Mirabeau L. Towns, a lawyer, of t

N"o. It) Court street, BrooKlyn, offering to lend hiB c
issistance in Mr. Bell's proceedings against Silverman.n
Mr. Towns spoke of a case where Silverman had »

oanert a sum of money 10 a Mrs. Eliza E. Peck, t:
barging her his usual 175 per cent (109 per cent of
rhich was, of course, lor "services" rendered, and a

ifterward making a clean sweep of all fcer house-
lom rurnituro and belongings. C
Mrs. Peck had, it seems, a "record" which Silver-

nan managed to get hold of and which he held
>ver her head, threatening exposure if she prose- c
:uted him. Mrs. Peck, however, did prosecute the
-harge, and the suit, like many others against him,
b now pending. This, however, is poor satisfac;ionfor Mrs. Peck, whose effects, to the value of
J'2,500, were seized and carried away to satisfy a
!>200 loan.
Silverman is also the "king pin" of the National

joan and Guarantee Company, of No. 280 Broadvay,this city. He is, a3 well, a commissioner of
loeds. "This," said Colonel Paul, "puts a great
leal of power in his hands. Now here is a conveyince,"said the Colonel, showing me the dooument,
'where Silverman signs his name llrst as a witness
o his wife's signature and then as a commissioner
>f deeds.
"This conveyance, a legal ouriosity in itself, will

;ause some little explanation on the part of the
Commissioner' when the time comes."

how "usury" is avoided.
The Lincoln Loan and Guarantee Association, of

^o. 258 Broadway, is another enterprise that ex- ^sites criticism. Mr. V. E. lleeve, of No. 10 Warren
itreet, borrowed $50 from this concern for three
nouths. He paid a bonus of $20 for the loan,
rhe contract, however, was so prepared as to make
t appear that he was paying but six per cent inerest.
"The trouble about this furniture loan busiiess,"said Lawyer Francis M. Eppley yesterday,

'is this.they are too cunning to lay themselves
>pen to the charge of usury."
Then Mr. Eppley went on to explain that the

jorrower was loaded down with charges for "ser'ices,"&c., until for $100 loaned he was called
lpon to pay $160. if usury was urged in defence
>f claims ol payment, it was found that the man
vho negotiated the loan "acted as agent," and that
uu pi liiuipai w »o iix nuuiuct aiaia »uu uuuiu uuh o

>e called up to answer here. t

The SUNDAY HE1ULD -will present, for a

he inspiration of American boys and *

>tHer readers, Mancure D. Conway's sec- s
ind quaint paperon George Washington's )

opybook gospel of manners.

3L0WN NEAKLY TO A HOUSE TOP. l
d

,N ITALIAN LABOREB KILLED WHILE F1XTNO A 1;

DYNAMITE CABTRIDGE.
Another fatal blasting accident was reported to i:

he Coroner's office yesterday. The victim this p
ime was an Italian named Juliano Gastioni, forty » s

ears old, who resided at No. 306 East 111th street, ®
a the heart of "Little Italy." He leaves a widow a
nd five children. li
Gastioni was one ot a gang of twenty workmen |
nder the charge of Charles Dornbuscn, con- t
ractor's foreman, who lives at No. 242 East t
eventy-seventh street. They were employed in I
xcavating for a new building on Ninth avenue, »
etwe n Seventieth and Soventy-first streets. P
A blasting took place yesterday morning in the 3"
ear of No. 86 West Seventieth street. One of the 0

harges missed Are. Gastioni a few hours later ll
tarted in to dissolve the unexploded dynamite
artridge by pouring hot water on it. The police
ay tnat he did so not only on his own responsi- P
ility but contrary to orders. e
When he thought that he Had sufficiently disolvedthe dynamite he began to extract the cart- P
idge with one of the instruments used for that tj
urpose. As he was bending over the hole there ®

His felltiw workmen looking in the direction of si

lie noise saw the unfortunate Italian blown some d
hirty feet into the air. His body struck against the tl
Bar window on the top floor of No. HG West Sev- c
nty-first street and theu fell into the yard. «

Several of his fellow workmen ran to his assist- d
nee, but Gastionl was dead. His left hand had a

een completely severed from the arm and could
ot be found anywhere. The right side of his head j'
'as crusned in. n

Fortunately no other member of the gang was in- a

ired in the slightest. The police did not make c

ay arrests, as tua explosion was plainly brought ri
bout by the poor fellow's own temerity.
The mangled body was placed in one of Dom- d
usch's carts and removed to the West 100th street o

olice station. The explosion rocked many houses c
1 the immediate neighborhood and drew a big
rowd to the scene. o

BIGAMY AT $500 A WIFE. n
tl

ECOBDEB SMYTH SEVKBELY PUTS AN END TO
6

meideration.
The Recorder's manner was as severe as his 11

ords. but Boelling's stolidity carried him through 11

le ordeal without a tremor. 11
li

DENOUNCED 1>Y HIS FATHER. g
el

Agents Finn and Hunt, of the Children's So- u

lety, yesterday presentod Louis Miller, a lad of
lirteen years, in the Jefferson Market Police
ourt. The agents informed Justice Ford that.
e was a very bad boy. His father, John Mil- * *

>r, is janitor of the building No. '211 Fifth ave- y<
ue and has charge of No. 8 West Twenty-oitfhth a
treet. !
The son has been in the habit of going in and T;
ntnf tll« TwArtir.olirhth 1> . -

ame time past, and it is alleged tliat property
alued at hundreds of dollars lias been stolen from ?.
le place, which is occupied only as bachelors'
uarters. Many diamonds liave a so been missed. JJohn Wallace, one of the tenants, caught the boy ,tiller in the aot of stealing $1«U from his room 11
ud handed him over to Detective Sergeants Titus 0

ud McCarthy. Mr. Wallace did not desire to make
ay complaint in court against young Miller.
The father of the boy said lie thouuht. the boy j*ad beoome more than incorrigible. He thought it J1ould do him good if ne was sent to the Juvenile 11
sylum. The Court was of the same opinion and ,p,
ouis was committed 'o that institution. -1'

s]

ECHIE; OR, THE HOMESICK HOVEL?. J!
n]

Matron Travers has in her care at tfolice Head- si
uarters a particularly bright young rover. His
ame is Archie Hutchinson and he is fourteen
sars old. His mother is a widow living at No.
022 Broad street, Chester. Pa., so he said.
Archie inherits a roving disposition from his gi
ither, who was a sea captain, and he started out m
vo weeks ago to see the world, lie tramped to
hiladelphia. whore he stowed himself away on a ^
earner bound for Savannah. Ho left the ship di
lere and made his way to New York on the City of la
neusta, which reached here Thursday night.
He was homesick then, and yesterday went to $'
eadquarters, where ho told his story. gi
± despatch was sent to the address in Chester, jl

given by the boy, but the manager of the
ilegraph office at that place last night sont word q
lat there watt no such street number in the town. S<
rchie was asleep, and Matron Travers said he H
>uld explain just as well this morning and would
at wake him. Si

i HERALD, SATURDAY,

MAYOR CHAPIN'S ANSWER
TO A TAXPAYER'S SUIT.

The Purchase of I lie Stock of (lift Long
Island Water Supply Company

Will Be Defended in Court.

CHEAP PROPERTY AT THE PRICE.

t Is a Good Bargain for His City and the
Agreement Will B: Sustained by the

lity Officials and Contested
on its Merits.

An answer to the suit instituted by William
liegler against the Mayor, Comptroller and City
lUditor of Brooklyn to restrain tbemffom carrying
ut the purchase of the property and franchise of
he Long Island Water Supply Company was filed in
ourt by Corporation Counsel Jenfes yesterday. A
umber of allegations charged in the complaint
gainst the accused city officials aro denied, while
he claim is set up that the proposed price was not
n excessive one, and a speedy trial Is demanded.
The defendants deny that the Comptroller and

lity Auditor electod in 1886 refused to purchase
he property and the franchise of the company beausethey pledged themselves before election not
o do so. They also deny the allegation relating to
he laying of water mains in the Twenty-sixth ward
ntil the expiration of the company's oharter.
Regarding the contract entered into for tne purhaseof the plant the affidavit says that $750,000

ras the price agreed upon, either in cash or at the
lection of the city that sum or any part of it
hould be paid in city bonds bearing interest at
he rate of three per cent, to be subject, however,
o two mortgages each, made to secure the sum of
1250.000 and interest.

ON THEIR DEFENCE.
The affidavit continues thus:.
"And tho said defendants further admit that

hey are about to oomplete the said purchase in all
espects in accordance with the terms of said
greement or contract. And the said defendants
leny that they have no power or authority so to
Lo. And the said defendants admit that the par
alue of the stock of said company is $250,000.
"The defendants admit that in maKinj; said conractand in agreeing unun said consideration, or

irice, they reckoned and took into account as enlancingthe value of the property and franchises
f said company that ohapter 335 of tho laws of
886 contained, among other provisions, the folowing:.
The said city shall not distribute or furnish water for
onsumption or use within said territory or lay any pipos
r mains for the distribution or supply of water within
aid territory until the expiration of the charter of the
aid company or until the said city shall purchase or acuir«the property.
After a denial that the receipts and dividends as

old by the president of tfie company to the city
iffioials were false, and that it was done to deceive,
he affidavit says:.
"The defendants deny that the stock company

.nd franchise of said company is not worth the
lum or jiou.wu, ana mat 11 is worm not to exceea
>ar, or $250,000, bat on the contrary the said stoct,
property and franchise, and the rights and priviegesIncident to the purchase thereof and accrungfrom such purchase, are to the city of Brookynworth the sum of $1,'250,000 and upward, and
he said defendants deny, on information and beief,that the said company 'has not earned a divilendsince out of its own plant and water or in any
awful way.'

MR. STAPLES' POSITION.
"The defendants admit that Mr. Staples entered

nto negotiations with them to sell the stock, proprty,rights, privileges and franchises of the comianyfor the sum of $2,250,000. Staples, who is a
tookholder, did not admit to them that he nad
lurchased the stock at any time for $70 a share.
"The defendants admit that they enterel into an
greemeut to purchase the stock, franchises, privisgesand rights of the company, without knowldgethat the stock had been purchased at any time
or $70 a share, and they also deny that they enBredinto the contract without knowledge of the
rue cost and value of the plant and company,
'hey dony that the contract was concluded acid
egotiatei in secret and without giving the taxayersopportunity to give information or to ob?ct,and they also deny that they have any knowldgeor information sufficient to form a belief as
a any of the allegations alleged."

MORE DENIALS.
That it would be a grievous waste of funds to
urchase the property is also denied, and in contusionthe affidavit says:.
"These defendants aver that all acts done or
roposwd to be done by them in the premises were
lieir official acts under chapter 335 of the Laws of
*86, and in pursuance of the powers thereby conarredupon them as Mayor and Comptroller of the
lid city respectively; and that the same were
one or proposed to be done within the limits of
lieir jurisdiction and in the exercise of the disretionincidental to the powers thus conferred
pou them; and further that they acted with due
eliberation, caution and prudence, and that all
cts done or contemplated were neither illegal, unise,improvident nor showed any error of fair
ldgment, but on the contrary wore in the judglentof such defendant officials wise, provident
nd in the best judgment of the defendant officials
onducive to the interests of the said city in all
aspects.
"And the said defendants deny that said acts
nnA or r,ontpmnlfttArt t.o Via firm#* hr thorn in t.hoir

ffioial capacity as aforesaid, or in any other
apacity, constitute or will constitute any waste to
lie public funds, property or estate thereto, but
n tho contrary they aver that the said acts done
nd contemplated to be done will, in their judglentand belief, be advantageous and profitable to
be city of Brooklyn and to the fuuds, property and
stat j "thereof ia all respects.
"Wherefore the defendants demand that the comlaintbe dismissed and that judgment be rendered

:>r the defendants with costs."
THE FIGHT IN COURT.

Corporation Counsel Jenks also served notice
aat tne action would be brought to trial and a moIonmade to dismiss the complaint at a special
srm of the Supreme Court on the first Monday in
ebruary.
Ex-Corporation Counsel William C. De Wilt will
e associated with Lawyer Thomas E. Pearsall in
je company's interests regarding the suit.
The annuai report of tho comoany. filed January
18911, and sworn to by President Treoattln, shows

10 capital stock paid in to be $256,000 and the exit!Jig indebtedness $8,8-19 90,

liEPOBLIt AN HARMONY.
It was said in Kings county republican circles
esterdav that Mr. George B. Forrester, of the
enth w*rd, was to be elocted chairman of tho
xecutire Committee of the Republican General
ommittee. Mr. W. W. Goodrioh, the recently
lected president of the Geueral Committee, and
lany of his lriends desire the electiou of Mr. l«'or-
jsior, nis xate opponent ror the General Comrnit)echairmanship.
The Tenth ward delegates to the General Coratitteehave elected Mr. Jacob Brenner executive
ternber, but this was done before Mr. Forrestor's
ame was mentioned in connection wil'n the chairlanshipof the Executive Committee, and Mr.*
renner is said to be willing to resign In favor of
[r. Forrester. It it admitted that Sir. Forrester's
lection would be a move in the direction of hariony.
WILL MAPJlY HI-> FIRST i.OVE.
Meyer Kaufman, a salesman, applied to Justico
oetting in the Lee Aveuuo Police Court, Brooklyn,
esterday for a divorce from his wife, Hettie, and
warrant for the arrest of Bernard Titenbach,
ith whom, be alleged, sho had clopod. Ho said
itenbach had threatened to kill him.
Kuutman lived in this city, and said his wife
loped three months ago, while they wero living at
o. 44 Stanton street. He searched for her until
esterday morning, when ho located her at No. 3(53
erry street, Brooklyn. She ordered him out of
»e house, and tola him 'litenbuch would kill him
n sight if he saw liini in the house.
"She was alone and friendless,'' said Kaufman,
when I met her in Philadelphia in liecemtier,
b»7. 1 was then etmaged to tuarry a rich pawnroker'sdaughter, but I had so much pity for
ettio that 1 married her instead. We lived liapilytogether until lour mouths ago, when she met
itenbach, who is a bookbinder, and with whom
tie afterward eloped. All I want now is a divorce
ad a warrant for Tit-eubacii. so he won't hurt me.
hen I am going back to Philadelphia and will
larry the pawnbroker's daughter, who is still
nule and willing to be my Wife.1'
Kaufman was advised to consult a lawyer.

%A MINISTER'S WILL DISPUTED.
Frank Reynolds was appointed referee by SurroiteAbbolt, of Kings county, yesterday, in the
latter of the will of tlie Rev. G. Walker, pastor of
10 Seaman's Chapel, Peck street, this city, who
ied at the Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Brooklyn,
st spring.
lie leit au estate valued at $100,00o, of which
76,000 was bequeathed by will to his children and
randcliildren. The money was deposited in savinsbanks in his own name n» trustee for them,
'i'he remaining $'25,000 ot the e-tate wrs beueathedto tho I'rotestatit Episcopal Missionary
jciety tor Seamen and the Protestant Episcopal
ome for Aged Men and Women of New York.
When the will was offered for probate before
arrogate Abbott .Dana & Clarkson, who were re-

i
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tained by one of tbe children and three of the
grandchildren, filed allegations that the money
deposited by the Rev. Mr. Walker as trustfee belongedto the persons for whose benefit it was deposited.and that he cculd not bequeath for
charitable purposes more than one-half of the
residue. Counsel jsked that the money be paid
to their clients. Mr. Frank Reynolds was appointedto take proof of the facts.

JACK THE HAIR CLIPPER AGAIN.
THE BROOKLYN POLICE WARNED TO KEEP A

?HARP LOOKOUT FOR. THE CRANK.
The Brooklyn crank who creeps up betiind young

girls and outs off their hair as the whim prompts
him was heard from again yesterday.
Mamie MoMurray, seventeen yoars old, of No.

224 Leonard street, was the victim. She was lookingat the jewelry displayed in a Grand street store
window, when she felt a tug at her long double
braids.

tshe turned around, and seeing several bofs in
tlie immediate vicinity, paid no particular attentionto the occurrence.
On reaching her home she found that about six

inches of her hair had beon cut from one of her
braids. Her sister had a similar experience nine
years ago.
This makes the fourth case of the kind which has

happened during the past month.
Two girls were robbed of some of their hair near

the Bridge two weeks ago, and on Tuesday last
fourteen year-old Lulu Hewitt's locks were
trimmed at the corner of Nevins and Scbermerhornstreets, while she wns on her way to school.
Acting Superintendent JIacKellar has requested

the captains of the various police precincts to see
that a sharp lookout is kept for the supposed imbecilewho is causing the trouble.

A BOY ACQULTTED OF MUKDEK.
John Romanelli, an Italian boy about seventeen

years of age, who was tried in the Court of Sessions,Brooklyn, yesterday, for the murder of
Michael Strabello, was aoquitted by the jury last
evening on the ground that the fatal shot was fired
iu self-defenoe. Strabello was shot in a quarrel
at No. OC Front street, Brooklyn, February 12, 1890.
Strabello and Romanolli wore roommate*.
John Finconelli, the principal witness for the defence,testified that tho two young men had been

playing oardsforsix cents worth of figs. Itonianelli
bought the figs and there was a quarrel over tho
division and Itonianelli was knocked down.
Then Romanplli went away and returned in the

evening for his clothes, and Strabello followed
him down stairs. He returned a few minutes later
and said he had been shot.
When the jury announced the verdict of acquittalKo^aanelli sprang forward and shook hands

with each man in tho box.

COMMANDER MGEEHIN'S SWORD.
The publio installation of the officers elected for

the year 1891 by Devin Post, Mo. 148, G. A. R., took
place last evening at Saengerbund Hall, Brooklyn.
Past Commander James L. Follett, of Horaco
Greeley Post, was tho installing officer.
The officers installed were Richard McGeehin,

commander; E. H. Thomas, senior vice commander;
J. P. Parley, junior vice commander; Gilbert E.
Stevenson, quartermaster; James Cunningham,
surgeon; Charles A. Scott, chaplain; James F.
Keonan, officer of the day, and John Whistance,
officer of the guard.
On behalf of'his comrades City Clerk M. J. Cumming,who is a past commander, presented a

sword and belt to Commauder McGeehin. Then
Bridge Trustee Reuben Riley, who was also a commanderof Devin Post, surprised Comrade McGeehinby presenting him with a line crayon drawingof the newly installed post commandant.

HOW BROOKLYN WAS MISCOUNTED.
According to an official circular received it the

Health Department yesterday the population of
Brooklyn, as figured out from the returns of the
Federal census takers, is 806,343. The police recountshowed the actual number of inhabitants to
be 853,046.

ALL AROUND BROOKLYN.
with a view to amending his bill for tlie issue of

$5<X),(X)0 for the Twenty-sixth ward sewnrage system.
Assemblyman Karl consulted with Mayor Chapin at the
City Hall yesterday. Some corrections will be made in
the phraseology of the bill.
Justice Bartlett, Supreme Court, Kings county, yesterdaydischarged Privato Frank Paul, of the Thirty-second

regiment, upon the habeas corpus proceeding brought
by District Attorney Kidgwuy. Paul had been committed
by bis commanding officer for non-payment of dues and
neglect of duty.
The following committees on the high schools were

announced yesterday by the chairman of the Board of
Education:.For Girls' School.Messrs. Gates, Ilarkness,
Olyne. Howe, Halsey, Northup and Thompson. For Boys'
8cnool.Messrs. Griffin, Cottier, Cnyler, Crevey, .Lynch,
Weber and King.
The net income of the Brooklyn City Railroad Companyfor the six months ending December SI, 1890, accordingto tho official report of that corporation, forwardedyesterd ay to the State Board of Railroad Commissioners,was 7281,358 05. The assets are $! >,405,rt'25;

liabilities, $8,809,050. The surplus amounts to $536,774.
Foreman Hans Arnold was removed from his position

at the Federal Building yesterday, and E. M. Howe, of
No. 4yG Clermont avenue, was appointed in his place.
Tho position is worth $5 a day. Arnold's removal is said
to have boen brought about through the influence of
Congressman William C. Wallace. The appointment of
ex- Water Purveyor Peter Milne in.place of ex-Foreman
M. A. Mnlono is said to be indirectly due to the republicanfactional fight.
The SUNDAY HEKAhD will give full

and pr cticni advice by ti writer of experiencesind sense on sundry points of
special lnterestto tvomeit.

SAVED BY ONE PIERCING SCREAM.

MISS BELL, OF PORT CHESTER, ATTACKED BY A

HIGHWAYMAN HKR ASSAILANT CAUGHT.
Miss Mary L. Bell, a handsome girl, nineteen

years old, who is employed as a teacher in the
high school at Port Chester, was waylaid and attackedwith a view to robbery on one of the main
.,rnntc nt <hol tnnrn nn \V a ,7 v, c A a AT .

Bell was on her way home from the village about
seven o'clock and had just reached the Bchool
house on Irving avonue, when she was auddenly
seized from behind by muscular arms, a big black
hand was held over her mouth. A gruff voice demandedher purse.
Being a robust young woman Miss Bell, instead

of fainting, struggled to free herself and succeeded
in giving one far-reaching scream l'or help. Iler
assailant began choking her, but He just then
caught sight of little Eddie Merritt coming across
lots near the school house, and releasing his viotimstarted to run in an opposite direction.
Miss Bell hurried to the blacksmith shop of

Jacob Laughlin nearby and informed him of the
affair. She was so very weak from the shock she
had received that he saw her safely home beforo
taking steps to catch her assailant. He notified
Constable Baker and Policeman Tyler. The latter
remembered three men who during the afternoon
had been seen lounging about the station. They
were overtaken on the railroad not far from the
village.
They gave their natues as Charles Parker, Pvobert

E. Smith and James Kieh. Parker and Smith are
negroes.
Before Justice S. M. Marshall on Thursday Miss

Bell and the boy Merritt both identified Smith aiS
the assailant of the young lady. Ho was held in
SOOU bail to appear before the Grand Jury on the
charge of attempted highway robbery. Parker and
Kich wore sentenced to sixty days each as vagrants.
In the course of the examination it was discoveredthat Smith and Rich were releasod from

the -Philadelphia Penitentiary only a mouth ago.
They had all throe evidently tramped from New
York. Parker eamo from Kansas. Smith donies
that he had anything to do with the assault.

DYKE'S LIVES 10 FIGHT AGAIN.

HE CALLED COMMISSIONED MERRILL A HARD

SAME, 1!UT NO BLOOD WAS SUED.
John B. Morrill, of Woodhaven, L. L, a lawyer,

School Commissioner for the Second district of
Queens county aud a Past Grand Master of Odd
Fellows, and Will.am Dykes, a politician, real estate
agent aud Past Grand Master of tho same secret

order, engaged in listimifl's on i'ulton street,
Jamaica, yesterday morning.
Dykes aocused Merrill of writing an article about

a speech that ho (Dykes) had made at an itistaila1tion of officer.! in ihe lodge. The article appeared
in the Jamaica Farmer, a weekly newspaper.

Merrill denied writing tho articlo. ihe lie was
passed and, it is said. Merrill struck the first blow.
Assessor George Carj-euter attempted to Interfere,but Dykes withdrew from tlio fight and retiredto the County Clerk's othco. ile threatens to

have Merrill arrested.
Merrill says that when Dykes first spoke he

thought reference was made to an article xmbliehed
about the Jamaica school teeaeliers refusing to attenda touchers' institute to be held at Hempsteadunder the direction of Merrill.

RAIDED ,V GANG OF TRAMPS.

Detective Van Houton and a squad of men in the
employ of the Pennsylvania liailroad Company
raided a gang of tramps late Thursday eight near

Wavorly, N. J., where they had been stealing ties
and otij^r railioad property for months. Eleven
out of a dozen were captured, ana yesterday they
were all sent to the Caldwell Penitentiary for
ninety days.

REBELLIOUS SCHOOL GIRLS.
The girls in the Newark Normal bchool aro in re:bellion because Principal Blake ordered that at the

end of the present term the senior class would be
examined in history and arithmetic.
This the gills considered unjust, as neither is a

regular Normal School study and thoy have not
had a lesson for two y$ars in either.
A petition was presented to Mr. Blake asking that

the order be rescinded, but he could not do so withoutsubmitting the matter to highor authority.

LE SHEET.

FIVE MILLION DOLLARS'
WORTH OF LAND AT STAKE

Beginning of a Test Case Against the
New York Central and Hudson

River Railroad Company.

MILES OF WATER FRONT INVOLVED

The Company Claims- to Own a Strip of
Trop^rty Extending from Spuytcn

Duyvil to Albany, but the
Claim h Contested.

In the Supreme Court at White Plains yesterday
a suit was brought against the New York Central
and Hudson Bivor Railroad Company. It is a test
case, involving {5,000,000 worth of property.
The property is the river trout along the Hudson

River and extending from Spuyten Duyvil to
Albany. It is the strip of land from the water's
edge to and including the tracks of the railroad
company, ana also certain portions of land at
stations along the road which are now being used
by the company as freight yards, switch yards,
storage yards and dockage. The amount of ground
included in this strip comprises about nineteen
thousand acres.

If the railroad company wins the suit, certain
dock proporty, river fronts of wealthy men who
have their country seats along tho Hudson, with
large manufacturing interests and city wharfage at
Yonkers, will be forfeited to the company.

WEALTHY MEN INTEUESTED.

Although taking no part in the suit, Jay Gould is
interested in its outcome; so, also, is the Astor
estate, the John B. Trevor and ths Colgate estates,
the Yonkers Gaslight Company, the Habbershaw
Gutta Percha Company, at Glenwood; Yonkers CorinthianYacht Club, Yonkers Palisade Boat Club,
the Perron property and other estates and businessproperty along the river front to Albany.
Alexander and X). Saunders, of Yonkers, through

their attorneys, B. E. and A. J. Prime, and Burns,
of Yonkers, have brought the suit, and the papers
were served yesterday. The aotion has been institutedin the hope of ejecting tbe company from the
property now occupied by their freight sheds,
freight depot, side track and railroad tracks in
Yonkers, which is adjacent to the property occupiedby Saunders as a gas fixture manufactory.
The property involved in this individual suit
amounts to about $25,000.

WHAT THE COMPANY CLAIMS.
The company claims to own this entire strip of

land from Spuyten Duyvil to Albany. The companyclaims to have acquired it by a grant from
the State of New York in 1873. In that year they
claim to have applied to the Land Commissioner at
Albany for the land, and also claim that that Land
Commissioner granted the property to the companyon payment of $500 into the State treasury
and also in consideration of the payment ot fees
for surveying.

It is claimed by the property owners that when
the company made the application for the grant
they did so without notifying the property owners
and that the latter were in ignorance of the grant.
The company had a map of this water front made.
It was 250 feet long. Copies of it were filed with
the County Clerk of each county through which
this strip of land runs.
During the years which the railroad company

has held this grant, property owners along the
water front have spent large sums of money in improvingtheir water fronts, believing that they
owned thein. Among the improvements made were
the building or a large dock, filled in with stone,
by the Yonkers Gas Light Company, the constructionof the city wharf, also filled in with stone, by
the city of Yonker*, and the construction and improvementof the site of the Corinthian Yacht Club
at Yonkers,

A STARTLING DISCOVERT.
Lawyer Prime, while searching in the County

Clerk's office at White Plains, discovered the big
map. He carefully studied the whole of it.
About that time certain property owners were

negotiating the sale of their property along the
water front. They discovered, on account of this
grant, they could not give a clear title to their
property. Among these were James Stewart, B. W.
btilwell, J. W. Alexander, Mrs. Ann Fuller, Mrs.
Thomas Fearon and others, all of Yonkers.
They became alarmed and held a meeting to devisemeans to regain possession of the property.
Mr. Saunders was at the meeting. He said he intendedto sue the railroad company. The other

property owners decided to join Mr. SAUndors.
William Allen Butler, Jr., representing the John

B. Irevor estato, yesterday told Lawyer Prime that
be would join him in his suit on behalf of the
Trevor estate. The Trevor is one of the finest
estates along the river.
During the receut negotiations for a sale of some

of this property the Guarantee Title Company,
which was conducting the searches, refused to give
a olear title to the property on account of this grant
to the railroad company.
The company has expended vast sums of money

in making improvements and has a great deal at
stake. No date is set for the trial.

MR. COON'S MONEY IN PERIL,

SO HE WISHES A. J. WEIGHT & CO. ENJOINED
FROM DISPOSING OF ANT ASSETS,

Charles E. Coon, who was a general partner in
the firm of A. E. Bateman & Co., which assigned
recently, has a suit pending in the Supreme Court
of this city for a dissolution of the Buffalo firm of
A. J. Wright & Co., in which he was special part*
ner. In that suit there was argued before Judge
PatlArann. nf tha RnnrAma Hnrirt, vARtArrtft.tr n. *r»n.

tlon to continue an injunction to restrain the
other members of tho Arm, Albert 3. Wright and
James L. Gladwin, from disposing of any of the assets.Coon claims that the firm is insolvent.
Thomas G. Shearman appeared for Ooon and

Augustus C. Brown for the defendants. The papers
in the case state that Mr. Coon put $20,000 in the
Buffalo house, and it was urged that his capital
would not be protected unless the injunction was
allowed to stand.

Xt is stated that the failure of Bateman k Co. was
precipitated by Gladwin's alleged surreptitious removalof 500 shares of Lake Shore stock from the
office of the Arm.
Mr. Wright and Mr. Gladwin both make affidavits

in support of their case. Mr. Wright' says that be
was informed on ^December 25 that Walter Watson,
Jr., one or the firm of Bateman & Co., was about to
leave that ftrm. Ho was advised that the effect of
this withdrawal would be to weaken the firm, and
he came on here to see Coon, from whom he learned
the firm was in trouble.
Coon told him to get out before the crash came,

as he did not wish to see him and Gladwin ruined
without getting any warning. Coon's advice to
him was to take Wright & Co.'s account out of
Bateman & Co.'s books, as Bateman could let them
out without loss.
Acting upon this advice he got Oppenheim & Co.

to a^reo to take any of Wright k Co.'s stock held
by Bateman .'c Co. llion he demanded the stock !
involved in this suit from Bateman & Co., telling
tuem ho was willing to take it up. Bateman was
not in and the demand was refused. He made sev-
eral unsuccessful attempts to see Bateman, who,
hi-, claims, purposely avoided nim.
Then ho kuv Coon and Gladwin, and Gladwin re-

quested Bateman & Co. to take 6uo Lake Shore for
W right & Co.'s account, deliver them to him and ho
would settle with them. The cashier did this.
Bateman K Co. wero indebted to Wright & Co.
$17,000, and the stock being worth $64,000 Gladwin
gave the cashier a chock for $7,000, the difference
betwoen the amount due Wright & Co. and the
value of tho stock.
Wueii this was done Coon wanted the firm to dissolve,but Wright was not wiliiug to do that until

everything was in proper shape and pending litigationsterminated.
Mr. Gladwin corroborated Mr. Wright.
Decision was reserved.

LEGAL AID Foil THIS POOR.

The fifteenth annual report of the offioors of the
German Aid Society shows an increase of membershipduring the year from 81 to 170 and an increase
of surplus from $60 to $1,590.
The society is now self-supporting. It was establishedin 1870 for the purpose of affording legal aid

and protection to poor persons of German birth
and lias since been extended to persons of any
nationality.
During the year 1890 aid was extended to 4.078

applicants, representing twenty-one nationalities,
of whom wero citizens of the United States.

Nearly lialf of the suits were brought for labor services.Ten per cent of collections on sums exceeding$10 is retained by the society. From this
and other sources tho attorney collected $1,800.
lu his report President Briesen says: "We do

not seek to competo with tho business affairs of
lawyers; on the contrary, we relieve them of their
charity cases, to which they are unable to devote
their time. Persons with small claims who are unableto engage lawyers will find in our bureau, at

T /

No. 35 Nassau street, an opportunity for obtaining
justice."
The membership fees are $20 per atinum, but it

is hoped to reduco it to $10 when there are 800
members.
Through the interference of the society the sum

of $211,407 has been collected and paid over to
clients, and 40,735 porsons have received legal assistanceduring the society's existence.

A MILLION1 DOLLARS INVOLVED.

THK CITY SUING THE "h'' ROAD FOR RENTAL

MONET CLAIMED TO BE DDE.
A suit which may put several hundred thousand

dollars into the city treasury or take from it upwardof a million dollars was tried yesterday in the
Special Term of the Supreme Court. It is brought
by the Mayor against the Manhattan Elevated BailwayCompany to recover five per cent upon th*
entiro passenger traffic of the New York Elevated
Railroad Company.the Ninth and Third avenue
lines.for some years past, and the action is one in
the nature of an accounting.
Since Ootober, 1879, the New York company,

through the Manhattan, has paid to the city
$268,493 75 upon the basis of percentage, but it
was received by the city only on account, as the
contention is that more should have been paid.
AanlSLHU b our^umiiuu IIBAU UUUtlUUU n.

Stralian represented the city, and ex-Judge Dillon
and Julien T. Davies appeared for the elevated
roads.
The New York company was incorporated In 1ST1

and succeeded to the rights, privileges and franchisesof the Yonkers and West bide Elevated
Railroad Company, which was constructed under
the laws of 1866, 1867 and 1868. The New York companyoperated the road and built and operated th«
Third avenue line until 1879, when by the merger
agreement its roads and the road of the Metropolitancompany were loased to the Manhattan
company, which has sinee been running them.

basis of the claim.
The agreement made by the Manhattan company,

»s a condition for the lease, was the payment by it
to the New York and Metropolitan companies of
ten per oent on their capital stock, but this was
lator reduced to six percent. The capital stook of
the three companies was $26,000,000 when the
merger was made.
The city insists that it is entitled to receive five

per cent of the net income from the entire passengertraftio of the New York lines, while the elevated
roads take au entirely different view of the situation.Their theory of the controversy is that if
bound to pay at all they are only obliged to pay
five per cent upon the rental it received from the
Manhattan company, which is the basis of its
earnings.

It is contended, however, that the act of 1868 is
unconstitutional; that the road is not liablo at all,
but if it is that it has ovemaid the city upward of
$180,000.
Another claim is that the laws provided that

these payments should be made as compensation
then supposed that the city owned the streets and
could give the right to use and occupy them to the
road through legislation, but since then the Court
of Appeals has decided that the abutting property
owners are entitled to damages for the easements
in the streets and that the city had no right to
make such a contract.

MONEY ALREADY PAID OUT.
Since October, 1879, the New York company has

paid to the owners of property along Greenwich
street $847,051, and to others along Ninth avenue
123,859, making a total of $871,018. This does not
include unpaid judgments. A counter claim for
this sum is interposed beoause of the breach of
covenant on the part of the city.
Mr. Davies stated that the elevated railroad

people had simply paid the money over by mutual
mistake for peace's sake, in order to avoid litigation.The payments were originally about £84,(>00
per year, but they were reduced to about $20,000
when the Manhattan company reduced its compensationto the New York company from ten to six
per cent on its capital stock. The judgments paid
were in order to prevent the seizure of the "L"
road property.'

AuditorGaynor was the only witness examined,
but his testimony was unimportant.
Mr. Strahan conceded that if the Court determinedthat the road was only obliged to pay five

per cent upon its net income, that then the city
had no case and probably had been overpaid. In
case the Court deoides that either the city or tha
"L" road is entitled to a money judgment, then a
referee will have to be ordered to asoertain the
amount. The lawyers will discuss the legal points
involTed on some future day.

Wall street men should not fail to read
the EVENING TELEGRAM'S special cableson the liondon stock market.

FIDELITY AND

WHAT THE OFFICERS SAT AS TO THAT IMPAIRMENTOF CAPITAL.
The offices of the Fidelity and Casualty Company

wore their usual appearance of activity yesterday,
and no evidence could be seen of any anxiety
caused by the official report of the Insurance Departmentthat the capital of the company had becomeimpaired.
George F. Seward, the vice president, said, when

I asked him for an explanation, that the difference
between the company's accounts and those of the
examiners were mainly technical. The examiners
had calculated the roserve fund on a monthly
basis, while the oompany had taken the annual or
fifty per cent basis.
"The rule of the law in nearly every State in tha

Union is the latter," said Mr. Seward. "The New
York law, both for fire and casualty companies, as
it appears, contains ample justification for the ap-
plication or me mommy rule, aitnougn all com- <panies follow the fifty per cent rule, and the insurancedepartments of this and all other States accepttheir annual statements so made up. Tee differenceagainst the company so arising amounts to
upward of $50,000.
"There is a further difference arising from assets

which are commercially good, but not admittedby the New York department, .is
not complying strictly witn the requirementsof law. These items amount to
about $30,000. There are still further differences
consequent upon a larger estimate by the examinerof the amount of losses outstanding, the examiner,as is proper, having made his estimates
large enough to cover all eventualities. He followedhis best judgment in doing so."
Mr. Seward claimed, however, that the companyitself can better judge of its liability foi

outstanding losses, since it is continually dealing
with losses, and since its business, both in its
fidelity and casualty branches, is peculiar. There
is a still further diflerence arising somehow out of
the fact that the accountings of tlie examiner gave
no credit for the company's December business,
although a good deal of the December outgoes \
were incurred.
Mr. Seward said that the company's own statementis being prepared to December 31 and will

show that on the 50 per cent basis there is no impairment,but a surplus of about $70,000.
"Our reserve on the 50 per cent basis as of December31 will be," he said, "about $800,000. We

fully believe that 50 per cent of this will cover all
losses and expenses attending the business until
the risks are run off. Our margin in it is, theretore,about $440,000. This, with our estimated surplusof $70,000, is $510,000, and, with our capital of
t'250,000, we have a fund of $760,000 over and above
9ur liabilities.

A GOOD KEASON.
Kever print a paid advertisement as news matter. Lei *

every advertisement appear as an advertisement.no
sailing under false colors..Charle* A. Dana'i Addm* to
the H'iMconAin Editorial Asportation. Milwaukee, July 24, 1688.
"Of course I am for^Charles A. Dana for the

Dnited States Senate," said Arthur Frost, "for the
simple and sufficient reason that he is big enough
For the place and none of the other candidates are.
Why should a second rate or a third rate man be
sent there when a first rate man is available? This
is no unfair comparison. Intellectually Charles
A.. Dana outweighs all the rest of the candidates put
hnrrflthAr Ft mar hft ».n nlH fnnhinnAH nntinn hnf.

[ acknowledge that I regard brains as the first
qualification needed in a United States Senator.
And when, as in the case of Charles A. Dana, wo
find brains combined with integrity, courage, ag- ^
gressivoness, independence, manliness, why, we

sught to jump at the chance to get such a man to
represent us in the United States Senate."

NO MERCY FOR DIVORCE SHARKS.
The bogus divoroe lawyers, William H. Buttner

and William D. Hughes, were to have been sentencediu the Court of General Sessions yosterday,
but on District Attorney Nicoll's motion the caset
were laid over until next Wednesday.
The District Attorney »aid that five years would

be the limit under Buttner'splea of guilty of grand
larceny in the second degree and under Hughes'
plea of forgery in the second degree. Commutationsdeducted, the sentences would be practically
to three and a half yoars in prison.
"This," said Mr. Nicotl, "is too little for lawyers

that have degraded their calling and have made
bigamists of innocent people." Mr. Nicoll wanted
time to prepare to push the other indictments.

IN WANT AND SUFFERING.
John Gordon, wife and three children, living on

the top floor of No. 27 Cherry street, are suffering
and on the verge of starvation. Gordon, who is
only twenty-eight years old, until about a year ago
earned good wages as a broom maker and supportedhis family well. Then he was stricken with
consumption. For the last four weeks ho has been
confiued to his bed a helpless invalid. His wife
formerly earned $4 50 a week, but was forced to
stop work and devote all her time to the care of
her husband and children.
Contributions for this afflicted family will be re- m

ceived by the Hebald or the Earl Guild, No. 173
Centre street.
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